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Mr Owain Gethin Davies
Head Teacher

Your daughter/son is now in year 9, and the
time has come to consider the choice of
subjects to be studied in year 10 and
examination courses. This booklet describes
the courses that are available. The school will
make every effort to help pupils choose
suitable subjects. Pupils are advised to
choose their subjects carefully to ensure that
the curriculum they study is broad and
balanced, and not too specialized at this
stage.
As these courses are so important to the
future of pupils, complete commitment is
required throughout the two years of study.
They are expected to complete coursework
on time.
All subjects are taught through the medium of
Welsh and English. However, it is expected
that the majority of pupils who follow the
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Welsh First Language pathway and who
have reached a firm level in Welsh at the
end of Year 9 will follow Welsh-medium
provision in the subjects offered in both
languages.
You are welcome to contact the school if
there is anything you wish to discuss or if
you would like further information about
options. The Year 9 Options Evening also
offers you the opportunity to help your child
make the best decision.
Yours faithfully,

Mr Owain Gethin Davies

Important Dates
DYDDIAD / DATE
9/2/21
9/2/21
23/2/21
1/3/21
8/3/21
15/3/21
12/4/21
7/6/21

Proses Dewisiadau / Option Process 2021
Options Evening
Google Forms 2nd Free Choice opens
Google Forms 2nd Free Choice closes
/ Final Options opens on Google Forms
/ Final Options closes on Google Forms
Form Tutors to check options
CORE Subject Parents Evening
Pupils start their GCSE Courses

Partnership Courses
The school works in partnership with several other educational establishments to provide
pupils with a broad and comprehensive choice. Grŵp Llandrillo Menai offer a number of
vocational courses, most of which lead to a BTEC Level 1 and 2 qualifications. These courses
are taught on specific days, and transport will be arranged by the school. More information
about these courses can be obtained from the school.

What next?
It’s essential that you do some research before you make your final decision. You have
already received useful information during lessons and training that will enable you to use
the Careers Wales website. Information about the option subjects and a-z leaflets giving
information about jobs can be obtained online from the Careers Wales website –
www.careerswales.com
If you have any questions, please contact Mrs Elliw Davies – the school’s Work-Related
Learning Co-ordinator.
If you have any concerns about your future career / career path, you can arrange a meeting
the school’s Careers Adviser.
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GCSE Subjects

Core Subjects
These subjects are
mandatory and statutory

-

Core subjects
A maximum of three
options can be chosen

-

The option subjects
will be in option
columns (on
completion of the free
choice process)

-

Welsh Baccalaureate
Welsh Language
Welsh Literature
Science Double Award
Mathematics
Welsh Second Language
English Language
English Literature
Physical Education
Business
Religious Studies
Art and Design
Music
Geography
Drama
Design and Technology – Product Design
CoPE
French
Health, Social Care & Child Care
History
Food and Nutrition
Sociology
Digital Technology
Construction
Agriculture
Small Animal Care
Health and Beauty

You will also be taught statutory lessons in the following subjects:
Religious Education, Physical Education, Personal and Social Education, Careers Education and Guidance,
Work-related Education, Health Education (including Sex Education),
Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship.
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Welsh Baccalaureate
National / Foundation
What is the qualification?
The central focus of the Welsh Baccalaureate at Key Stage 4 is to provide a vehicle
for 14-16 year olds to consolidate and develop essential and employability skills.
The qualification will help learners to prepare for their future by developing skills,
attributes, behaviours valued by post-16 educators and potential employers.
Learners will develop skills in the context of purposeful tasks and appropriate
knowledge and understanding.
Through the Welsh Baccalaureate learners will raise their skills levels and
confidence, enabling and empowering them to take their place as responsible and
active citizens within a diverse society. Alongside and through the development of
skills, the Welsh Baccalaureate provides learners with the opportunity to develop
their knowledge and understanding of society, the community in which they live and
an awareness of global issues, events and perspectives. The aim of the Welsh
Baccalaureate is to develop essential skills needed for education, life and work.
How will I be assessed?
80% of the challenges must be achieved at Level 2 in order to get A*-C at GCSE.
There are no exams, only tasks which are marked by the teachers and internally
moderated. The project and the challenges will be taught alongside the GCSEs and
during tutorial lessons. Pupils will also have the opportunity of meeting guest
speakers and going on visits to gain experience.
What next?
Content of the Welsh Baccalaureate: All pupils will study the following components
as part of the Skills Challenge Certificate:
Individual Project,
Enterprise and Employability Challenge,
Global Citizenship Challenge,
Community Challenge.
The Individual Project and the challenges will enable the pupils to develop essential
skills needed for higher education, the world of work and life. The seven essential
and employability skills are: Literacy, Numeracy, Digital Literacy, Critical Thinking
and Problem Solving, Planning and Organisation, Creativity and Innovation &
Personal Effectiveness. Here is a little more about the elements pupils will be
studying:
Individual Project (50%)
Enterprise and Employability Challenge (20%)
Citizenship Challenge (15%)
Community Challenge (15 %)
Every pupil will be studying the Baccalaureate in Year 10 & 11
To achieve the Bac, pupils must have:
• A skills Challenge Certificate
• English/Welsh GCSE
• Maths/Numeracy GCSE
• 3 other GCSEs
The grades achieved in their other GCSEs as well as the marks achieved in the Skills
Challenge certificate.
For further information, contact: Mrs Sarah Tudor
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Welsh Language
GCSE

What will I learn?
Our aim in the Welsh Department at Ysgol Dyffryn Conwy is to encourage positive
attitudes towards the Welsh language, literary heritage and contemporary
multimedia culture, fostering appreciation of the Welsh language and promoting
its effective use.
How will I learn?
By working individually and together you will learn how to:
• Communicate confidently, accurately and fluently orally and in writing in a wide
range of situations and contexts;
• Demonstrate the ability to contribute significantly to discussions, taking due
account of the ideas, circumstances and the role of others;
• Respond to a full range of reading - stimulating texts that promote interest and
enthusiasm; respond orally or in writing to poetry, prose and drama;
• Write in a wide variety of forms for a variety of purposes, paying attention to
purpose, audience and accuracy.
How will I be assessed?
The course consists of three elements
• Unit 1- 30% Oral Tasks
• Unit 2- 35% Reading and Writing, Describing, Narrative and Explaining
• Unit 3- 35% Reading and Writing, Discussing, Persuading and Instructing
What happens after this course?
Welsh can be studied in Years 12 and 13 to Advanced Subsidiary and A Level in
the Welsh Department at Ysgol Dyffryn Conwy
Job ideas!
Knowledge of Welsh is essential when working in Wales.
Want to know more?
WELSH LANGUAGE WJEC
For further information contact: Mrs Eira Wyn Jones
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Welsh Literature
GCSE

What will I learn?
By studying this course our aim in the Welsh Department is to encourage
students to enjoy reading widely as well as studying specific literary texts in
detail. The ability to respond personally to literature and to contemporary
multimedia cultural materials is promoted, leading to an appreciation of the
cultural heritage of Wales.
How will I learn?
By working individually and together, you will learn how to:
 Respond to a range of literary materials by reading widely and making a
detailed study of examples of literature from different periods, thereby
raisning awareness of the literacy heritage
 Respond to literary presentations produced for television, radio and film
 Respond using a variety of oral and written ways.
 Develop the skills needed for studying literature, including the ways in
which authors use lanfuage to create effects
How will I be assessed?
The course consists of four parts, including two written examinations, one oral
examination and coursework. Each component is 25%.
For the written examination students will be required to study a selection of
poetry and one novel in detail. In the oral examination, the student will discuss a
film.
What happens after this course?
Welsh can be studied in Years 12 and 13 to Advanced Subsidiary and Advanced
Level in the Welsh Department at Ysgol Dyffryn Conwy.
Job ideas!
Knowledge of Welsh is essential when working in Wales.
Want to know more?
WELSH LITERATURE WJEC
For further information contact: Mrs Eira Wyn Jones
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Science Double Award

GCSE
What will I learn?
In year 10 pupils will study the fundamentals of all three fields of science, this
will include the units of living organisms which examines the function and
processes of living systems and their impact on the environment; in addition,
they will investigate the ideas of substances as elements and compounds and
their reactions; and finally they will study energy, how it is generated its
properties uses and how it is transferred. In year 11 pupils will build on their
knowledge within the three fields and continue to develop their scientific skills
and apply them in a wide variety of practical contexts.
How will I learn?
The study areas allow pupils to look at how scientific information effects society
and how society has an effect on science. Pupils will research, experiment,
analyse, interpret and use ICT through data logging sensors.
What will I need?
Writing and drawing equipment and a calculator. A textbook which can be
used at home would also be useful. Use of websites such as KS4 Bitesize Science,
Doc Brown’s Chemistry Clinic etc will be needed to support independent
learning.
How will I be assessed?
Assessment
Type of assessment
When
Yr.10
Unit 1
Written Examination
June
Unit 2
Written Examination
June
Unit 3
Written Examination
June
Yr.11
Unit 4
Written Examination
May
Unit 5
Written Examination
May
Unit 6
Written Examination
May
Unit 7
Controlled Assessment
January
What can I do after completing the course?
The course ensures that pupils are more prepared for studying one of the
sciences, as an A-level subject. If pupils achieve the higher grades in the
higher tier, they can go on to study an A-Level in Biology, Chemistry and/or
Physics at Ysgol Dyffryn Conwy.
Job ideas!
Jobs in the health service including a doctor, pharmacist, dentist and optician;
other possible career areas include veterinary science, the food industry, the
environment, finance, law, computers, geology, engineering, astronomy and
education.
Want to know more?
To find out more about this course you should visit the following website:

SCIENCE WJEC
For further information contact: Mrs Hannah Jones
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Mathematics
GCSE
What will I learn?
During this course you will learn:
• A range of skills and mathematical methods to deal with Numbers, Algebra,
Shape and Space and Data Handling.
• How to use skills and strategies to solve problems, and how to use mathematics
in everyday life.
How will I learn?
There are four 50 minute lessons a week in year 10 and 11. In the lessons you will
be able to learn new mathematical skills and have the opportunity to practise your
mathematics and to try to improve on areas of difficulty. You will deal with several
problems which may arise in real life, set your own criteria before setting out to
solve the problems.
What will I need?
Each pupil are expected to have the suitable Mathematics equipment, including a
ruler, protractor, compass and a Casio fx-83GTX calculator, as well as all of the
appropriate writing equipment. These tools are essential in lessons, with
homework, and in tests and examinations. A complete package of the equipment
is available to buy through the school.
How will I be assessed?
During the GCSE course, assessment consists of 4 paper exams, 2 Numeracy and 2
Mathematics. There are three tiers on offer, Higher which offer the grades A*, A,
B, C, Intermediate B, C, D, E and foundation D, E, F, G. The exams will be taken at
the end of year 11.
What happens after the course?
At the end of the course, pupils who studied the higher tier have the opportunity to
study mathematics to AS or A level. This leads to the option of studying
mathematics at University but is also a useful, sometimes essential tool to study
other Higher Education subjects. Many further education establishments as well
as prospective employers insist on GCSE Mathematics with many demanding a
grade C or higher.
Job Ideas!
Many professions such as Accountancy or finance.
Access to engineering careers or electrical work.
Access to careers in manufacturing or areas such as product design.
Access to careers within education.
Want to know more?
To find out more about this course visit the following web
pages: www.careerswales.com
Resources and specifications can be found on the WJEC website - Mathematics
For further information contact: Mrs Buddug Eleri Jones
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Welsh Second Language
GCSE

What will I learn?
Our aim in the Welsh Department is to nurture positive attitudes towards the
Welsh language, our literary heritage and our contemporary multi-media
culture, and in doing this developing an appreciation of the Welsh
language
and promoting the effective use of the language.
How will I learn?
By working independently and with others you’ll learn to:
• Communicate confidently, accurately and fluently both orally and in writing, in
a range of situations and contexts;
• Demonstrate the ability to make a significant contribution to discussions and
give appropriate consideration to the ideas, circumstances and roles of other
people;
• Respond to a full range of reading material – stimulating texts which generate
interest and enthusiasm; respond orally or in writing to poetry, prose and drama.
How will I be assessed?
UNIT 1-Non-Examination Oral Assessment: 8-10minutes (25%)
Pair/Group (of three) task based on a visual verbal stimulus (Video clip)
 UNIT 2-Non-Examination Oral Assessment: 8-10minutes (25%)
Pair/Group (of three) task based on written stimuli
 UNIT 3-Written Examination: 1hour 30minutes (25%)
Reading Tasks, Writing Tasks
 UNIT 4-Written Examination: 1 hour 30minutes (25%)
Reading Tasks, Writing Tasks


Job ideas!
Knowledge of Welsh is essential for the world of work in Wales.

WELSH SECOND LANGUAGE WJEC
For further information contact: Mrs Eira Wyn Jones
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English Language
GCSE
What will I learn?
GCSE English Language should prepare you to make informed decisions about
further learning and to use language to participate effectively in society and
employment. It should encourage you to:
 Demonstrate skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing necessary to
communicate with others confidently, effectively, precisely and appropriately.
 Express yourself creatively and imaginatively.
 Become a critical reader of a range of texts, including multi-modal texs.
 Use reading to develop your own skill as a writer.
 Understand the patterns, structures and conventions of written and spoken
English.
 Understand the impact of variations in spoken and written language and how
they relate to identity and cultural diversity
 Select and adapt speech and writing to different situations and audiences.
How will I learn?
Two year course with four English lessons a week. You will study a range of topics
including poetry, drama, novels, prose and a variety of multimedia texts. Speaking
and listening, reading and writing are the most important skill areas. You will
work alone, in pairs and in groups. Learning to assess and improve your own work
will also be vital to success.
What will I need?
• Good quality English Dictionary.
• Access to a computer would be of huge advantage in terms of undertaking
research.
•You will need a ring-binder file to keep your work in order.
How will I be assessed?
Unit 1 – 20% - Oracy non-examination assessment
Unit 2 – 40% External examination (2 hours)
Unit 3 – 40% External examination (2 hours)
What happens after the course?
There will be the option of studying English Literature at A level for all those pupils
who have achieved a ‘B’ grade in both English and English Literature at GCSE
level.
Job Ideas?
-Teaching
-Journalism
-Media
ENGLISH LANGUAGE WJEC
For further information contact: Mrs Tesni Chaka
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English Literature
GCSE

What will I learn?
Following a course in GCSE English Literature should extend your interest in, and
enthusiasm for literature; you should develop an understanding of the ways in
which literature is rich and influential. It should enable you to:
 Understand that texts from the English, Welsh or Irish literary heritage have
been influential and significant over time and explore their meaning today.
 Explore how texts from different cultures and traditions may reflect or
influence values, assumptions and sense of identity.
 Connect ideas, themes and issues, drawing on a range of texts become a
critical reader of fiction and non-fiction prose, poetry and drama.
 Experience different times, cultures, viewpoints and situations as found in
literary texts.
How will I learn?
This is a two-year course. You will receive four English lessons a week. Your study
of literature will form an integral part of these lessons. The National Curriculum
expects you to be taught in many different ways. You will study a wide and
sometimes challenging range of poetry, drama and prose texts. Learning to
analyse work critically and closely will be very important. Using supporting
evidence (quotations) in your work will be vital, as well as learning to assess and
improve your own work.
What will I need?
You will need to purchase a good quality English Dictionary to help you with your
work at home. Access to a computer would also be of huge advantage in terms of
undertaking research. You will need a ring-binder file to keep your work in order.
How will I be assessed?
• Unit 1 - External assessment 35% (2 hours)
• Unit 2a - External assessment 40% (2 hours)
• Unit 3 - Non-examination assessment 25%
Section A: Shakespeare - Section B: Poetry
What happens after the course?
There will be the option of studying English Literature at A level for all those pupils
who have achieved a ‘B’ grade in both English and English Literature at GCSE
level.
Job Ideas?
Teaching – Journalism - Media
Want to know more?
ENGLISH LITERATURE WJEC
For further information contact: Mrs Tesni Chaka

12

Physical Education
Te
GCSE
Candidates must be a member of two local clubs and compete regularly
outside of the school.
What will I learn?
The subject content focuses on five key areas:
1. Health, training and exercise
2. Exercise physiology
3. Movement analysis
4. Psychology of sport and physical activity
5. Socio-cultural issues in sport and physical activity.
Units 1 and 2 require learners to demonstrate an understanding of how both
qualitative and quantitative data are collected. Learners are also required to
analyse and evaluate data. In Unit 2 learners have to present data, including tables
and graphs, as part of the personal fitness programme.
How will I learn?
GCSE PE is taught in mixed ability groups and split into 50% practical and
coursework and 50% exam. In GCSE PE you will learn about a wide range of issues
surrounding sport such as ‘the reasons for participation’ and you will learn all
about how the body allows us to exercise (muscles and bones etc). The course is
split into theory and practical elements, and the lessons will be split between
these.
What will I need?
You need to ensure that you play sport outside of school and that you are willing to
participate in at least two sporting activities to a good level.
You will have to purchase a GCSE shirt to participate in practical lessons.
How will I be assessed?
Unit 1: Written examination: 2 hours 50%
Learners will be assessed through a range of short and extended questions. The
questions will be based on audio-visual stimuli and other sources.
Unit 2: Non-exam assessment 50%
Learners will be assessed in three different activities in the role of performer in at
least one individual sport, one team sport and one other. One activity will be a
major activity which will have a personal fitness programme linked to the activity.
What happens after the course?
A GCSE in Physical Education is a good preparation for Level 3 courses in Sports,
Physical Education and Leisure. At the end of the course, pupils can go in to study a
sports related course at college and then progress on to a carer in sport, leisure,
PE teaching, coaching or physiotherapy.
Job ideas
Leisure centre assistant, outdoor activities instructor, sport and exercise scientist,
sports coach, sports development officer, sports physiotherapist.
For further information contact: Mr Jason Turner

13

Business
BTEC

What will I learn?
A BTEC in Business is a practical work-related course. You will learn by
completing projects and assignments that are based on realistic workplace
situations, activities and demands:
• How to start up a new business and the sources of help and assistance that are
on offer.
• Explore key business pressures and ways in which they use resources.
• The importance of effective sales and customer service
• How to estimate the profit and loss of a business and use a cash flow forecast.
• The benefits of online business.
How will I learn?
• Case study material
• Internet searches
• Tabular information
• Oral presentations
• Discussions
• Paired/group work
• Newspaper articles
What will I need?
Access to the internet as learning resources available at school are also
accessible from home via the school website.
USB memory stick to keep backup copies of your work.
How will I be assessed?
Exam: One paper: 25% of the final mark
Coursework: 3 internally assessed portfolios: 75% of the final mark. This
qualification is equivalent to 1 GCSE.
What happens after the course?
All vocational qualifications are designed to offer you a choice of routes into
Further and Higher Education or employment. You can continue your studies at
Ysgol Dyffryn Conwy by following the Level 3 BTEC Business course. Some
students go on to university to study a Business related course.
Want to know more?
Please see Mr Beech for more details or alternatively visit the Edexcel website:
www.edexcel.com
Please Note: This subject is mainly taught through the medium of English.

For further information contact: Mr Roger Beech
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Religious Studies
Te
GCSE
What will I learn?
Unit 1: Religion and Philosophical Themes. (Short Course)
What skills and qualifications will I develop?
•Develop learners’ knowledge and understanding of religions and non-religious
beliefs, such as atheism and humanism.
•Develop learners’ ability to construct well-argued, well- informed, balanced
and structured written arguments, demonstrating their depth and breadth of
understanding of the subject.
•Provide opportunities for learners to engage with questions of belief, value,
meaning, purpose, truth, and their influence on human life.
How will I learn?
•Working with others and communication.
•Problem solving.
•Reading, writing, describing and evaluating.
•Working with ICT – power point, researching on the internet.
How will my work be assessed?
Examination; Yr.11 (Short Course) Religion and Philosophical Themes.2 hour
paper.
Where could it lead to?
Here are some careers which are linked with studying Religious Studies:
· Social Worker
· Doctor
· Nurse/Dietician
· Teacher- Primary/Secondary
· Youth Worker
· Charity Worker
· Travel Agent
Want to know more?
RELIGIOUS STUDIES WJEC
For further information contact: Mrs Glenda Barlow
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Art and Design
Te
GCSE
What will I learn?
This course will help you learn:
• A number of skills and techniques with definite connections to historical and
contemporary artists, craftspeople and Designers.
• About the various media available and possible methods of using them.
How will I learn?
During the course you will complete theme based work, work based on
techniques and work based on Art Movements. We will make the most of your
strengths and interests within the subject requirements. There will be an
opportunity to study Fine Art, Graphic Art, Textiles and Photography to further
develop skills.
What will I need?
You will need an A3, or larger, folder, to protect and to carry work between school
and your home. You will also need a sketchbook for personal work and basic
equipment such as pencils, a rubber and colouring materials. Materials will be
available to buy at a subsidised rate from the Department at the beginning of term.
How will I be assessed?




Unit 1 – Course work 30%
Unit 2 - Course work 30%
Unit 3 – Exam 40%

What happens after the course?
Following successful completion of this course you could go on to take Art and
Design AS and A Level at Ysgol Dyffryn Conwy.
Job Ideas!
Artist- fine art, sculpture, photography...
Craftsperson- pottery, woodwork, metalwork, textile work...
Education; Teaching in a School, a College or Gallery, or
running art workshops.
Designer- fashion, graphics, products...
Hair dressing, exhibition or display design, gallery worker, museum worker…
Want to know more?
ART & DESIGN WJEC
For further information contact: Mrs Nia Davies
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Music
GCSE

What will I learn?
In this subject, you will:
• Work individually as well as in groups to study the three main aspects of music,
which are Listening, Performing and Composing.
• Learn about the four areas of study within the listening element, which are:
1. Musical Forms and Devices
2. Music from ensemble, including jazz and blues Ensembles, musicals,
chamber music and folk music.
3. Folk Music
4. Popular Music
• Perform a minimum of two pieces; one of these has got to be an ensemble
piece lasting for at least one minute. The length of the entire performance
should be between 4 and 6 minutes. The expected standard is Grade 3.
• Create a folio of two compositions lasting between three and six minutes. One
of the two compositions has got to answer a brief set by the examinations board.
You can choose from four briefs, each one connected with a different area of
study (as above). For the second composition the choice is yours.
How will I be learning?
During the course you will have the opportunity to work
individually to
develop your compositional and listening skills and to work with others in a
group as an ensemble in order to develop your performing skills.
How will I be assessed?
• Performing 35%
• Composing 35%
• Listening 30%
What happens after the course?
After completing the course, you will be able to study the subject to AS and A
level at Ysgol Dyffryn Conwy as part of the Conwy LINC partnership.
Job Ideas!
• Professional performance musician
• Teacher
• Music therapy
• Access to sound engineering work or Arts promotion
• Access to careers in musical instrument making
In order to achieve in the subject, you need to be able to play an instrument or
sing ideally to grade 5 or better.
Want to know more? MUSIC GCSE WJEC
For further information contact: Miss Angharad Ellis
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Geography
GCSE

What Will I Learn?
You will study the big issues facing the world today.
How will I learn?
Unit 1: Changing Physical and Human Landscapes—40%
Written Examination: 1hour 30minutes
• Section A - Core Themes:
Two structured, data response questions assessing Core Theme 1 (Landscapes
and Physical Processes) and Core Theme 2 (Rural-urban Links)
• Section B - Options
One structured question (from a choice of two) assessing either Theme 3 (Tectonic
Landscapes and Hazards) or Theme 4 (Costal Hazards and their Management).
These themes provide additional breadth of study for the content assessed in the
core themes. Assessment will be by data response questions. Some questions will
require extended responses.
Unit 2: Environmental and Development Issues —40%
Written Examination: 1hour 30minutes
• Section A - Core Themes:
Two structured, data response questions assessing Core Theme 5 (Weather,
Climate and Ecosystems) and Core Theme 6 (Development and Resource Issues)
• Section B - Options
One structured question (from a choice of two) assessing either Theme 7 (Social
Development Issues) or Theme 8 (Environmental Challenges). These themes
provide additional depth of study for the content assessed in the core themes.
Assessment will be by data response questions. Some questions will require
extended responses.
Unit 3: Fieldwork Enquiry—20%
Non Examination Assessment 2hours 30minutes Unit 3 requires a written report
from the learner, to include evidence of their understanding of the enquiry
process and their independent ability to process/present data and complete
extended writing. The report must be written in response to specific questions set
by the WJEC.
What happens after the course?
You can attend the 6th form and study geography at AS and A Level at Ysgol
Dyffryn Conwy.
Job Ideas!
-Travel Agent
-Cartologist
-Meteorologist
-Geologist
-Charity organisations
-Environmental, e.g NRW
Want to know more? GEOGRAPHY WJEC GCSE
For further information contact: Mr Arwel Thomas
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Drama
GCSE
What will I learn?
During the course you will:
• Learn about the development of theatre and drama
• Develop your performing and characterisation skills
• Develop your planning, designing, producing and communicating skills
• Analyse plays and performances
• Develop self confidence, team working skills and the ability to reflect on your
own work and of others
This course offers a basis for your role as active citizens in employment and
society in general.
How will I learn?
Drama is taught through a combination of practical workshops and written tasks.
You will have the opportunity to work individually, as part of a group and as a
whole class. You will have the opportunity to visit the theatres and watch live
theatre performances to develop an understanding of all aspects of drama.
How will I be assessed?
60% - practical assessments / 40% - written assessments.
Unit 1: DEVISING THEATRE
a.Pupils create, develop and perform a
piece of devised theatre based on a
theme.
b.A written report and log analysing
the performance

40
%

October to
December
Year 11

Internal
Assessment

Unit 2: PERFORMING THEATRE
Choose a text and perform a scene
from that text.

20
%

February/M
arch Year 11

External
Assessment

Unit 3: INTERPRETING THEATRE
Written examination 1.5 hours
SECTION A: A series of
40
May
External
questions on one set text
%
Year 11
Assessment
explored from an actor,
designer and director’s point of view.
SECTION B: Live theatre review.
What happens after the course?
Pupils can continue to study Drama in Year 12 and 13 at AS and A Level
Job Ideas:
Actor / performer; Director; Film, TV and theatre e.g. Stage management, Set/
Costume designer, technician;
Teacher, Drama Therapist, Community / Youth Worker;Journalist, Marketing,
Arts Administration, Media Researcher
Want to know more? DRAMA GCSE WJEC
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For further information contact: Mrs Catrin Hughes

Design and Technology
Te
Product
Design GCSE
Through studying GCSE Design and Technology, learners will be prepared to
participate confidently and successfully in an increasingly technological world.
They will be aware of, and learn from, wider influences on design and technology,
including historical, social / cultural, environmental and economic factors. This is a
logical progression from the work that pupils have done in years 7-9.
What will I learn?
• How to design and make products from a variety of materials.
• How to use a range of hand tools and machines including CAD/CAM.
• Understand how products are designed and made in industry.
• Effective use of ICT and CAD.
• Whenever possible theory work is taught through practical activities but often
classroom theory lessons are required.
Learning about the theory of materials, production techniques, designers,
sustainability, quality control and health and safety is important preparation for the
written examination.
How will I learn?
You will have three lessons a week, including design, theory and practical
workshop activities.
What will I need?
All Health and Safety equipment will be provided however adequate shoes must
be worn at all times. Suitable materials must be purchased in year 11.
How will I be assessed?
• Individual Project – 50% - non-exam assessment – 35 hours
• Examination – 50% - Untiered – 2 Hours
What happens after the course?
There is a Product Design course available in Year 12 (AS) and Year 13 (A ‘level).
The qualifications you gain will allow you to consider various further education
courses including Product Design,
Manufacturing, Engineering, Theatre production, Architecture, Civil Engineering,
graphic designer and Motor Car Design.
Job Ideas!
• Product designers or architects
• Engineers of all types
• Builders
• Civil/structural engineers
• Manufacturing computers, fitting systems and maintenance
• Motor vehicle engineers
• Design Technology teachers
• Continue to study AS and A2 level and above at college and University
Want to know more? DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY WJEC GCSE
For further information
20 contact: Mrs Heledd Griffiths

CoPE
Te
GCSE

TGAU

What Will I Learn?
The Certificate of Personal Effectiveness is a substantial and wide-ranging
qualification. The purpose of CoPE is to enable you to:
• develop and demonstrate a range of personal, key and employability skills.
• broaden your experience.
• manage your learning in a variety of real-life contexts.
CoPE aims to teach you to understand, take responsibility for and learn from rich
activities - rather than simply to experience them.
The Certificate of Personal Effectiveness can:
• recognise your personal achievements
• help you to manage your own learning
• broaden your experience
• develop your employability skills and personal effectiveness
To gain the Certificate of Personal Effectiveness you must:
• take responsibility for planning, organising, and carrying out a number of
activities or challenges.
• develop and provide evidence of working with others, improving own learning
and performance and problem solving.
• develop and provide evidence of the skills of research, discussion and
presentation.
• produce evidence of your achievements in a portfolio (file or folder).
What will I need?
• lever arch folder
• plastic wallets
• dividers
How will I be assessed?
After student’s portfolios have been internally moderated, the candidates’ names
will be sent for external moderation. ASDAN will issue certificates following
successful external moderation.
What happens after the course?
Further education, sixth form, college, foundation learning, recognised
qualification to employers
Job ideas!
Job prospects relating to; citizenship and community, sport and leisure, the
environment, international issues, expressive arts, work related learning and
enterprise, science and technology, beliefs and values, independent living,
vocation preparation and Health and Fitness.
Want to know more?
www.asdan.org.uk
For further information contact: Miss Tracey Stone
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French
GCSE
What Will I Learn?
The new GCSE course will develop your language skills by extending your
knowledge of the topics studied in Years 7-9. You will have an opportunity to
improve your cultural awareness, as well as improving the standard of your
French. You will learn more about France – the country, the people and society
and other French speaking countries.
How Will I Learn?
During the course you will have an opportunity to practice and develop your
language skills through a range of activities. You will improve your language in
the four skills – listening, reading, writing and speaking. You will also be given
listening packs, a vocabulary book and the opportunity to read magazines and
use the web to learn independently and develop all your skills. During the
course you will also have the opportunity to visit Paris, as well as a chance to
work with an assistant or native French speaker, which will develop your
speaking skills.
How Will I Learn?
You’ll need to order a French – English/Welsh dictionary and an A4 file to keep
your work. It would also be a good idea to buy a USB memory stick to record
oral and listening work.
How Will I be assessed?
You will be assessed in the four skills:
• Listening (25%) – External examination, 45 minutes
• Reading (25%) – External examination, 1 hour 15 minutes
• Speaking (25%) – 3 tasks, internal assessment.
• Writing (25%) – Writing and translating tasks, 1 hour
30 minutes.
What can I do after finishing this course?
Following this course you can go on to the Sixth Form at Ysgol Dyffryn Conwy to
study Advanced Subsidiary and A-Level courses (as part of Conwy’s LINC
Partnership).
Job Ideas!
One language isn’t enough anymore to compete for the best jobs with other
young people from Europe. These days it’s very important to have a foreign
language if you wish to work with any business. This is also true of web based
companies who trade internationally. These are some of the areas which ask for
people who have languages: Business services; government; contact centres;
engineering; financial services; marketing; the media and internet; technology;
travelling and tourism; the voluntary and charitable sector; education.
Want to know more?
FRENCH GCSE WJEC
For further information contact: Mrs Sarah Phillips
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Health and Social Care & Child Care

GCSE

What will I learn?
The GCSE in Health and Social Care, and Childcare (Single Award) will cover
key topics such as:
•human growth, development and well-being
•promoting and maintaining health and well-being
The qualifications will equip learners with knowledge and understanding of the
development and care of individuals from conception to old age.
Learners will gain an understanding of how service provision in the Health and
Social Care, and Childcare sectors in Wales support the development and wellbeing of individuals.
Learners will also be introduced to a broad range of roles within the Health and
Social Care, and Childcare sectors which will help them to develop an
understanding of the career pathways available to them.
How will I learn?
The GCSE in Health and Social Care, and Childcare (Single Award) will be made
up of two mandatory units.
Learners completing the GCSE in Health and Social Care, and Childcare could
study other qualifications within the suite, including:
· Level 2 Health and Social Care: Core
· Level 3 Children's Care, Play, Learning and Development: Practice and Theory
· Level 3 Children's Care, Play, Learning and Development: Practice
· Level 3 Advanced GCE in Health and Social Care, and Childcare
· Level 3 Certificate and Diploma in Health and Social Care: Principles and
Contexts
· Level 3 Health and Social Care: Practice (Adults)
Level 3 Health and Social Care: Practice (Children and Young People).
How will I be assessed?
• The qualifications are both externally and internally assessed
• Written examination carries 40% of the qualification
• 60% of the qualification from 2 NEA units.
What Next?
They may also be interested in progressing to further study and/or training in
related areas including: Sociology, Psychology and Medical Science.
For further information contact: Mrs Marian Pritchard
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History
GCSE

What Will I Learn?
Unit 1: Elizabethan Age, 1558-1603
Unit 2: USA, 1910-1929, A World of Contrasts
Unit 3: Crime and Punishment, c. 1500 until today
Unit 4: Non-Examined-Assessment: Nazi Germany
How Will I Learn?
• The course is taught over two years
• Use is made of television programmes, films and IT.
• You will have prepared notes but will also create your own through a variety of
tasks.
• You will have the opportunity to work individually, in pairs and in groups.
 You will develop the ability to ask relevant questions, to
investigate and express opinions – skills that will prepare you for future jobs.
How will I be assessed?
• Internal tests will be given regularly.
• Three exams of 1-hour duration. You can sit one or two of these exams at the
end of year 10 and the rest at the end of year 11. 80% marks.
 Coursework (Year 11). The study of sources and
research on a controversial topic from the history of Wales and Britain. (20%
marks).
What happens after the course?
Seek employment or training or stay in the sixth form at Ysgol Dyffryn Conwy and
study History to AS and A Level.
Job Ideas
Employers regard history as an academic subject that helps students develop as
independent learners with critical and enquiring minds.
Law, Architecture, Museum, Education, Media, Acting, Research, Tourism, Civil
Service, And much more….
Want to know more?
To find out more about this course visit the following web page:

HISTORY GCSE WJEC
For further information contact: Mrs Beca Brychan
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Food and Nutrition
GCSE
GCSE
What will I learn?
· Food commodities
· Principles of nutrition
· Diet and good health
· The science of food
· Where food comes from
· Cooking and food preparation
How will I learn?
The specification in food and nutrition will enable learners to make connections
between theory and practice so that they are able to apply their understanding
of food science and nutrition to practical cooking. This content relates to the
study of both food and drinks.
What will I need?
When working in the kitchen you’ll need to wear an apron and a hat. You will
also need an A4 file and A4 paper.
How will I be assessed?
Unit 1: Principles of Food and Nutrition- Written examination: 40%
Section A: questions based on stimulus materials.
Section B: a range of question types to assess all content related to food and
nutrition.
Unit 2: Food and Nutrition in Action- Non-examination assessment: internally
assessed, externally moderated
Assessment 1: 10 hours, Assessment 2: 15 hours 60% of qualification. 120 marks.
Assessment 1: The Food Investigation Assessment: 20% of the total marks
available will be allocated to a scientific food investigation which will assess the
learner's knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the scientific
principles underlying the preparation and cooking of food.
Assessment 2: The Food Preparation Assessment 40% of the total marks available
will be allocated to a task which assesses the learner’s knowledge, skills and
understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, cooking and presentation
of dishes to form a menu.
What can I do after completing this course?
You can return to school to follow AS courses, or follow a catering course at
college.
Job ideas!
Chef, Waiter / Waitress, Bartender, Nutritionist
Want to know more?
FOOD & NUTRITION
For further information contact: Mrs Marian Pritchard
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Sociology
GCSE

What will I learn?
Sociology is about the study of societies, how they work and how they change.
You will learn how societies shape people's ideas and behaviour and how in turn,
people interact and shape their societies. You will also have the chance to
consider your own experience of the world around you and to develop the
knowledge and skills needed to play a part within the community.
How will I learn and be assessed?
Component 1: Understanding Social Processes - 50%
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes
This component covers the following topic areas:
• Key concepts and processes of cultural transmission
• Families
• Education
• Sociological research methods
A written assessment with a mix of short answer, structured questions and
extended response questions, all compulsory. The extended response questions
will require candidates to draw together different areas of knowledge, skills
and/or understanding from across the relevant specification content.
Component 2: Understanding Social Structures -50%
Written examination: 1 hour 45 minutes
This component covers the following topic areas:
• Social differentiation and stratification
• Crime and deviance
• Applied methods of sociological enquiry
A written assessment with a mix of short answer, structured questions and
extended response questions, all compulsory. The extended response questions
will require candidates to draw together different areas of knowledge, skills
and/or understanding from across the relevant specification content.
What can I do after completing the course?
You can continue your studies at Ysgol Dyffryn Conwy by following the
Sociology A-level course. Some students go on to University to study Sociology.
Ideas for jobs:
Social researcher, general researcher, lawyer, social worker, teacher,
criminologist, lecturer
Want to know more?
SOCIOLOGY
Please Note: This subject is taught through the medium of English from the
EDQUAS examination specification.
For further information contact: Miss Elin Jones Atherton
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Digital Technology

GCSE

What will I learn?
The WJEC GCSE qualification in Digital Technology is a broad-based qualification that
allows learners to build on the digital skills, knowledge and understanding that is used
both in their school and everyday lives. The qualification will allow learners to develop
their understanding of the range of digital technology systems at use in our connected
and globalised society. It will also allow learners to explore the ever-evolving nature
of digital technology systems and how these systems can be used productively,
creatively and safely.
How will I learn?
The subject content and assessment requirements are designed to ensure learners
develop an appropriate breadth and depth of knowledge, understanding and skills
in digital technology.
How will I be assessed?
Assessment is 40% examination and 60% controlled assessments and is divided into
four units:
Unit 1: External Exam: The digital World
40%
1 hour 30 min
 digital technology systems
 the value of digital technology
 perspectives on digital technology
Unit 2: Controlled Assessment: Digital practices
45 hours
 Interrogating spreadsheet data
 data-informed digital products

40%

Unit 3: Controlled Assessment: Communicating in the digital world
15 hours
 social media and online marketing communications
 creating digital assets and planning digital
communications.

20%

Job ideas!
Career paths include: telecommunication infrastructure, telecommunication design,
telecommunication repair and development, software/games design and
development, software/games programming and testing, computer hardware design
and development, system analysis and design, system integration and, of course,
teaching ICT.
Want to know more? DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY WJEC
For further information contact: Mrs Sarah Tudor

27

Construction
Level 1&2

Level 1 City and Guilds Construction Skills
Who are the qualifications for?
These qualifications are for candidates wishing to gain some understanding and
some practical experience of the variety of trades in the Construction industry.
What do the qualifications cover?
The qualifications cover a range of hand-skills and practical tasks in the following
trade areas:
Bricklaying, Carpentry and Joinery, Plastering, Wall and Floor Tiling, Painting &
Decorating,
Construction Operations, Plumbing, Electrical
Assessment methods
This qualification is assessed in a number of ways to provide a clear indication of
candidate knowledge and skills. These include:
Knowledge and understanding tasks, Internally marked questions, Practical tasks
Level 1/2 Constructing the Built Environment
WJEC Level 1/2 Awards in Constructing the Built Environment offer a learning
experience that focuses learning for 14-19 year olds through applied learning, i.e.
acquiring and applying knowledge, skills and understanding through purposeful
tasks set in sector or subject contexts that have many of the characteristics of real
work.
Each qualification is built from discrete units, but allows for both synoptic learning
and assessment. Each unit has an applied purpose which acts as a focus for the
learning in the unit. The applied purpose is the vehicle through which the learning
contained in the unit is made relevant and purposeful. It is also the means by which
learners are enthused, engaged and motivated to study how buildings are
constructed. The applied purpose provides the opportunity for authentic work
related learning, but more than this, it will require learners to consider how the use
and application of their learning impacts on individuals, employers, society and the
environment.
What you will learn
The applied purpose will also enable learners to learn in such a way that they
develop:
 skills required for independent learning and development;
 a range of generic and transferable skills;
 the ability to solve problems;
 the skills of project based research, development and presentation;
 the fundamental ability to work alongside other professionals, in a professional
environment;
 the ability to apply learning in vocational contexts.
The qualifications have been devised around the concept of a ‘plan, do, review’
approach to learning where learners are introduced to a context for learning, review
previous learning to plan activities, carry out activities and review outcomes and
learning. This approach mirrors
many work related activities in constructing the built
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environment and also provides for learning in a range of contexts thus enabling
learners to apply and extend their learning. As such, the qualification provides
learners with a broad appreciation of work in construction and the built environment

Agriculture
Level 2
What will I study?
• Introduction to Animal and Plant Husbandry
• Estate Maintenance
• Farm Animal Production
• Land-based Machinery Operations
What skills and qualifications will I develop?
• Willingness to learn
• Team work
• Good co-ordination
• Ability to report on the practical tasks carried out
How will I learn?
The course will be studied in a 4-hour weekly session at Glynllifon College in Yr.
10 and 11, through both practical and theory classes held at the College.
Activities will include—handling and moving livestock, lambing, tractor driving,
fencing, field work, feeding calves, milking, health treatments of cattle and sheep,
taking care of the countryside.
How will I be assessed?
• Assessment will be throughout the course. You will be assessed on practical skills
and knowledge and will build a folder of evidence.
• This qualification is equivalent to 2 GCSE’s at A* to C.
Where could it lead to?
Agriculture is highly regarded by employers as students can lead a variety of
useful skills. Level 3 National Diploma courses in Agriculture.
Here are some careers which are linked with studying Agriculture:
• Farming or farm work
• Working with animals
• Agricultural engineering
• Contracting / tractor driving
• Fencing
How to Apply
For further details on how to apply please contact your school.
Pupils studying this course will aim to achieve a minimum of 2 pass grades (equal to
2x C grades).
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Small Animal Care
Level 2

What will I learn?
• Animal feeding
• Preparing animal accommodation
• Animal husbandry
• Understand and deal with animal health matters
• Understand animal behaviour
• Health and safety in the workplace
How will I learn?
• The course is a partnership between secondary schools and Coleg Meirion
Dwyfor, Glynllifon and is the equivalent of 2 GCSEs.
• You will spend a full morning or afternoon at Glynllifon site.
• Your school will arrange free transport to and from Glynllifon.
• This course is a mix of practical and classroom tasks and you will get a chance to
prepare and practise your skills before you are assessed.
• There will be a requirement to do some of the coursework away from the
college.
What will I need?
• Dedication and discipline to work conscientiously and safely in a workplace
environment
• Personal Protective Equipment (safety boots, overalls and a white coat)
How will I be assessed?
You will produce work which is assessed by your course tutor and the examination
board.
What happens after this course?
At the end of this course you can choose to follow either of the following pathways:
• Full time Level 2 or Level 3 course in animal care at Glynllifon
• Follow one of a variety of academic or vocational courses at one of Grwp Llandrillo
Menai sites.
• Work in the animal care industry.
Career Ideas
• Vet nurse
• Animal welfare officer
• Animal trainer
• Zoo or wildlife park manager or worker
• Pet shop or animal retail shop manager or worker
Pupils studying this course will aim to achieve a minimum of 2 pass grades (equal to
2x C grades).
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Hair and Beauty
Level 2
What you will study?
This award has been developed to provide an introduction to scalp massage and
includes health and safety, shampooing, working in the industry, and scalp
massage. The structure of the qualification consists of a total of four units with a
total of 14 credits.
201 Working in the hair industry
202 Maintain health and safety in the salon
204 Shampoo and condition the hair and scalp
215 Scalp massage
Course Length
The course is included in the two year programme
Who the course is for?
This course is an introduction to scalp massage in the
hairdressing industry,
and is only available to learners who have successfully completed the Level 1
Introduction to Hair & Beauty qualification
How you will study?
Delivery is by way of workshop and theory classes. You will be learning in real
salon environments
How you will be assessed?
Assessment is by oral, observation and written evidence. You will produce a
portfolio of evidence including practical and underpinning assessment materials.
Course Availability
The course is available at the following campus/campuses:
• Rhyl
• Rhos-on-Sea
Entry Requirements
• Completion of Introduction to the Level 1 Hair and Beauty Industry.
• Enthusiasm, commitment and willingness to learn.
Your Options After the Course
Progression to Level 1/2 Hairdressing
How to Apply
For further details on how to apply please contact your school
As with the Construction course, this will offer one level 1 qualification (equal to D
grade) as a foundation with the possibility of a further level 2 pass (equal to a C
grade).
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Ysgol Dyffryn Conwy
01492 642800

cyff@dyffrynconwy.conwy.sch.uk

http://www.dyffrynconwy.org

