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Message from the new Headteacher:     Miss Elan Wyn Davies            29th of September 2014 

Dear Parents/Guardians and Friends of Ysgol Dyffryn Conwy, 

It is my great pleasure to write to you as the new and permanent Headteacher of the school, following my 

appointment on Wednesday evening, September 24
th

.  I look forward to leading this successful and unique school 

during the next few years and to work with you as parents, staff, students and school governors, and with the school’s 

junior school community and the wider community.   

Following the success of the A Level and GCSE results in August (article on page 7) it is my pleasure to confirm that the 

school’s results from external assessments, including literacy and numeracy tests, KS3 assessments, GCSE and A Levels 

continue to demonstrate the school’s progress and success in comparison with results within the authority and 

nationwide. We are extremely proud of our students and their achievements. The awards evening 16/09/14 (see 

pages 8-9) was a special opportunity to acknowledge the successes of individual students in these assessments. 

Further analysis and information will be available in the Head’s Report to Parents which will be issued during the 

Autumn Term. In the meantime, I would like to express great pride in the fact that the A*-C GCSE English results have 

risen to 72% (69% in 2013), Welsh First Language results have risen to 84% (72% in 2013), Science results have risen to 

95% (89% in 2013) and that Maths results remain high at 73% (74% in 2013). Thanks to all the staff and students for 

their hard work as they continue to improve standards in these core subjects. 

Following the successful GCSE results we have also welcomed 95 students to Year 12, including former pupils and new 

pupils from the Moelwyn catchment area.  We extend a warm welcome to all parents, both new and familiar. A 

parents evening for Year 12 will be held on Tuesday evening, November 11
th

,  and will provide an opportunity to 

discuss starting points and targets for pupils. Year 12 have already settled in to the school and their contribution to its 

daily life and the subjects they study is already clear – best wishes to them as they follow their courses this year. 

A special Year 7 has joined us at the school and become familiar with its timetables and new subjects, while also 

establishing corners and destinations for break times and lunch periods. It is a pleasure to see them making new 

friends and socializing with the older pupils of the school.  A parents evening with class tutors and the Year 7 Senior 

Leadership Team will be held on Tuesday evening, November 25
th

, to discuss how the pupils are settling in and to 

share information about the assessment process. In the meantime, don’t hesitate to contact the school if you have 

any concerns. You can contact either Miss Angharad Ellis, Year 7 Head of Learning and Progress, or myself, Mr John 

Roberts (Deputy Headteacher) or Mrs Delyth Gray (Assistant Headteacher). 

The beginning of term has been busy and our aim in issuing this bulletin is to bring some of the events and successes 

together so that we can share them with you as parents/guardians. The bulletin therefore includes an update on 

September activities together with the School Calendar for 2014/15 and an Assessment Calendar for Parents 

2014/15. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you as parents for your support with regard to the School Uniform Policy 

and raising the percentage of attendance.  We ask for your continued support in ensuring high standards of uniform, 

and to help us reach our target of 95% whole school attendance following an increase from 93.3% to 94.4% last year. 

Attendance levels are currently being scrutinised by the government and the media and will be one of our priorities in 

our School Improvement Plan 2014/15*.   

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Elan Wyn Davies, Headteacher. 

 

[*The School Improvement Plan for 2014/15 will be shared on the website following the Full Governors’ Meeting]. 
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September 2014 Highlights:  Activities and Successes  

The school term began this year with a host of induction activities for students including study workshops 

for Years 11 and 13 and a period of induction into the new curriculum, including the Welsh Baccalaureate 

for Years 10 and 12. Year 7 collaborated on challenges including a treasure hunt and a spaghetti tower 

challenge – there was much activity in Year 7 classrooms as a result! Years 8 and 9 also had the opportunity 

to embark on their new year and curriculum and to begin their new personal and social education 

programmes.  For Year 8 this entailed starting to think about rights including the process of electing 

representatives for the School Council and class and year Forums. For year 9 it was an opportunity to think 

about their personal profiles at the start of an important year in which they will make choices about their 

future learning pathways. 

Tour of Britain:  

On Monday September 8th the entire school went into Llanrwst to see the cyclists who were taking part in 

the Tour of Britain race through the town. I would like to praise the conduct of the students during the 

activity, as they demonstrated once again their ability to take responsibility for themselves and others. 

Years 12 and 13 acted as ‘marshalls’ during the afternoon and showed their helpful natures and enthusiasm 

for participating fully in school life. 

Pupil Voice: 

Electing School Council Members: 

By now class representatives, year councils and the School Council representatives have all been elected 

from years 7-11.  It is a pleasure to announce this year’s Council Members:  

Year 7: Sam Bagnall, Sion Meirion a Ela Medi Roberts 

Year 8: Carwen Williams a Gwion Tudur  

Year 9:   Katie Jones, Mali Cotcher a Kieran Mullis-Evans  

Year 10: Gwion Jones, Jack Edwards a Cadi Edwards 

Year 11:   Rachel Wyn Williams a Harri Thomas 

 

We wish them well in their roles and responsibilities!  The Council will meet for the first time on Thursday 

the 2nd of October.  

Conwy Youth Council: 

Year 9 and 10 Year forums have also elected this year’s representatives on Conwy’s Youth Council.  Rhydian 

Jones and Mali Cotcher are this year’s representatives on this important forum.  They will begin their term 

of office with an induction weekend on the 17-18th of October.   

Electing Head Pupils and 6th Form Leadership Teams:  

The 6th form have also been busy electing this term.  First of all a leadership team market was held 

following its success last year and its contribution to the successful inspection report last year.  Pupils were 

eager to choose their leadership teams and to elect a leader and deputy to lead them in the following fields: 

literacy, numeracy, Welsh Dimension, ICT, Community Links, Primary-Secondary links, the School’s Image 

and Performance.  Each team has been given a whole school aspect to focus on as well as priorities 

identified by the team.  We wish them luck with their plans and initiatives.   
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The second election to take place was the Ysgol Dyffryn Conwy Referendum.  Following guidance from the 

History Department on the Scottish Referendum, the 6th form conducted their own Referendum on Scottish 

Independence.  There was 100% participation in the election and very similar results to the Scottish ones - 

43% in favour of leaving the United Kingdom and 57% against.  We know that this will continue to help 

students keep a close eye on future developments about politics across the United Kingdom.   

Finally, over the last fortnight, we have held elections for Head Boy, Head Girl and Deputies.  Following a 

competitive and thorough election process Lois Evans and Osian Roberts  were elected Head Girl and Head 

Boy – congratulations to both.  Working with them as Deputies this year will be: Tolly Taylor, Viktor Hewitt, 

Natasha Bell ac Alannah Russell.  We wish them all well as this team of future leaders begin their role 

leading the 6th form and representing the school as Head Pupils.   

The latest activity focusing on Pupil Voice was Cwmni Da’s visit to the school on the 19th of September.  

They visited the school in their caravan to find out pupils’ views about a range of topics.  All pupils in years 

10-13 had the opportunity to take part in their questionnaire and representatives from each year group 

took part in a programme that will be aired in November on the BBC.   

Charity Work: 

Already this year pupils and staff at Ysgol Dyffryn Conwy have raised money towards to important charities.  

First of all on Friday the 19th of September we held a Jeans for Genes day.  Through wearing their jeans and 

school tops, pupils and staff collected money towards this important charity.  On Friday the 24th of 

September year 10 and 12 also held a coffee morning for Macmillan.  Over the lunch break pupils sold tasty 

treats and held competitions succeeding in raising £200 for Macmillan.  I would like to thank Mrs Gwenno 

Jarvis for arranging these events and for year 10 and 12 Tutors for their support and guidance.   

Sporting Success: 

Mae nifer o gemau peldroed a rugbi wedi eu cynnal dros yr wythos nesaf a cryn llwyddiant wedi bod i 

dimau’r ysgol.  Hoffwn eu llongyfarch ar eu sgiliau, brwdfrydedd a’u ymroddiad i ymarfer a chwarae.  Mae’r 

rhagolygol ar gyfer eleni yn argoeli yn dda iawn! 

Team Competing against Result 

Under 14 Football team  John Bright 

Eirias 

3-2 

10-0 

Under 15 Football team John Bright 3-2 

Under 18 Football team Eirias 3-0 

Under 18 Rugby Team  Eirias 36-17 

Under 16 Rugby Team John Bright 61-10 

Under 13 Rugby Team John Bright 50-0 

 

YDC Equestrian Club: 

It’s wonderful to see the Equestrian Club continuing and gaining more members this term.  I would like to 

thank the club’s parents for their support and guidance.  The club’s members are currently busy raising 

money for their next event.  It is good to see the club go from strength to strength following last year’s 

competition successes.  Please contact the school if you would like further information or if you would like 

to support/sponsor the team’s development.  
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Cross-curricular Clubs and Activities:  

The clubs group has begun in school. This year a number of new groups are being held, including a girls’ 

rugby club on Thursday evening after school; urdd clubs – jewellery, face painting skills, ping pong … 

Together with the continuation of popular clubs – drama club (Thursday evening), fishing club (Wednesday 

evening), pony trekking club (various dates), Art club (Monday lunchtime), film club (Tuesday and Thursday 

lunchtime), homework club and games club every lunchtime.  There will soon be a Year 7 football club 

(Tuesday evening) and a Pyramid club, also for Year 7 (more details to follow). We also intend to start 

netball and computer clubs. Information about the clubs can be found around the school. 

As the 5x60 grant disappears, interesting ideas for new clubs/activities relating to sports/athletics and 

keeping fit are being developed  with the help of the Authority and the leisure centre. Further information 

will be available by the end of half term. 

2014 Musical: 

It is a pleasure to announce that the school will be producting a musical again this year.  After much 

planning and some mystery, we can divulge the fact that ‘Peter Pan’ will be this year’s choice of musical.  

The auditions and rehearsals have begun and the Music and Drama Department is a hive of activity. We 

wish the teachers and the young and talented group who are working with them to perform, direct, teach, 

market and make sets during the next few weeks the best of luck. The show will be performed at the 

beginning of the final week of term: 

Junior School Matinee :  Monday afternoon 15/12/14 

Evening Performances:  Tuesday evening 16/12/14, Wednesday evening 17/12/14 and Thursday 

evening 18/12/14. 

We look forward to the performances and the excitement of rehearsals!  If you, as students, parents and 

members of the wider community are interested in supporting the show e.g. costumes, set, marketing, 

sponsoring … contact the school office: 01492 642800. 

OCTOBER EVENTS: 

Cross-curricular Days: 6/10/14 a 9/10/14 

As part of the PSE and school skills programme, the curriculum will be suspended for two days so that 

students can take part in various curriculum reinforcement activities.  Activities will include: Year 10 study 

skills workshops; Year 11 revision/English and Mathematics catchup days;  Years 10 and 12 visit to Conway 

Skills Fair and the Assembly; Year 13 foreign language workshops; Year 9 skills, careers and History activities; 

and Years 7 and 8 literacy, fitness and creative activities.  During the week science enrichment activities will 

be held by Techniquest for the more able and talented scientists in Years 7, 8 and 9, as part of the 18 

month campaign to promote STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) subjects in schools 

across North Wales. 

Year 6 visit and Years 5 and 6 open evening for parents: 

The first visit by Year 6 in 2014/15 will be held on Monday October 6th.  We look forward to meeting them 

and to a day of ‘tasting’ subjects that will include numeracy, technology, music and performance and 

creative writing in English.  Further details can be obtained from the area’s junior schools.  We also look 

forward to welcoming parents and students to an open evening on Tuesday October 7th from 5.30-

7.30p.m.  There will be an opportunity during the evening to visit the various departments, to see the 
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school’s resources and magnificent location, and to meet staff and students and discover more about the 

school’s curriculum and extra-curricular activities.   

INSET 10/10/14 – The school will be closed to students on Friday October 10th for staff training. 

Information about other INSET days in 2014/15 can be found on the Calendar below. 

Educational Trip to New York. We wish the very best to all Year 10 and 12 students who will be going on 

the educational trip to New York at the beginning of October. They will be accompanied by Mrs Gwenno 

Jarvis, Mr Roger Beech, Mrs Beca Brychan and Mrs Tesni Chaka. I know they will have an unforgettable 

experience.   

Geography Trip – We have succeeded in rearranging the Geography field activity for last year’s Year 8 (Year 

9 this year) for 7/10/14.  During the day they will be visiting Dinorwic Power Station. Letters about the trip 

have already been distributed to students – the visit will be free of charge as it is included in the Activities 

Week 2013/14 activities.  Year 11 Geography students will also be attending fieldwork on October 24th. 

Letters have been distributed to students. Fieldwork is a key part of the geography coursework. More 

information can be obtained from the Head of Department.   

Further information about the academic year can be found in our prospectus 2015/16 and the latest 

version will be on our website by October 10th. Printed copies will be available from the Office. The latest 

edition of Y Bont will also be available before the end of the Autumn Term. As before, it will be bilingual 

and in full colour.   

Keeping in touch: 

Our correspondence to parents can be found on the following website: 

http://www.ysgoldyffrynconwy.org/rhieni.html      

 

 

To end I would like to wish your child an excellent academic year.  Our journey towards excellence in 

every aspect continues this year as we aim to build on our successful March 2014 Inspection and Summer 

2014 results.   

Elan Wyn Davies, Pennaeth.   

29/09/14

http://www.ysgoldyffrynconwy.org/rhieni.html
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YDC HIGHLIGHTS – Celebrating Examination Success  

A Level Results: 2014 

We are all delighted that Ysgol Dyffryn Conwy pupils have once again performed exceptionally well and we 

are all very proud of their achievements. This year’s results show continued success in Advanced Level, 

Vocational A Levels and BTECs, as well as the Welsh Baccalaureate.  Among our number of high achievers 

this year are Lowri Roberts A*, A*, A,  A; Elin Arfon, A*, A, A; Elin Wrennall A, A, A; Leah Hamilton A*, A, B; 

Lois Wynne A, A, B; Gwen Thomas A*, A, C; Amy Jones and Ceri Noble A, B, B; Roxanna Richardson 

Distinction*, A, C; Emily Watson Bacc, A, B, C; Erin Owen, Stephanie Jones and Hanna Dobson A, B, C; Erin 

Rossington Distinction-Merit, B, B; Morgan Evans Double Distinction, B, C; Jack Williams Bacc, B, C and Elen 

Hughes and Isabelle Adams B, B, B.    

On behalf of the School and its Governors to congratulate all pupils their parents and families, and staff for 

their continued hard work and dedication.  We wish all our students every success in the future and look 

forward to tracking their achievement through University, further study and their future careers 

GCSE Results 2014: 

Ysgol Dyffryn Conwy are once again celebrating another year of excellent results.  We are all proud of our 

pupils and on behalf of the whole school we congratulate all pupils and their families on these excellent 

results. Their success is richly deserved and we look forward to welcoming most of them back to our sixth 

form next week.   I would also like to thank all my staff for all their hard work. There is also additional 

reason to celebrate this year with excellent Welsh Baccalaureate results being added to their already 

impressive CV.   

Once again a number of pupils have achieved at the very highest level including our three sets of twins.  

Pictured are Llywela (3A*, 6As) and Ceridwen Edwards (3A*, 7As) of Cerrigydrudion and Jasmine (1A*, 7A, 

2B) and Hannah Cash (1A*, 4A, 4B) of Dolgarrog. Other high attainers are Rhiannon Hughes (5A*, 4A, 1B), 

Ilan Owen (3A*, 4A, 3B), Joshua Bradnam (5A*, 4A), Rachel Gates (5A*, 3A, 2B), Branwen Morris (3A*, 5A, 

2B), Llion Roberts (2A*, 7A, 1B),  Jonathon Coates, (5A*, 3A, 1B), Luca Carpena (3A*, 3A, 3B), Ciara Rickard 

(3A*, 2A, 3B), Joachim Rigotti, (3A*, 2A, 3B), Bee Wylie (2A*, 3A, 2B, 2C).  We congratulate all of them and 

all their families.  We wish them all the best for the future. 

Achievement Award Ceremony 16/09/14 

Thank you to everyone who supported this year’s Achievement Award Ceremony on Tuesday evening the 

16th of September.  It was apacked evening demonstrating how the ceremony has evolved over the last 4 

years.  It was an excellent opportunity to celebrate the successes of many of our pupils, including those 

mentioned above and our KS3 lead learners who achieved excellent results in their teacher assessments 

and/or National Tests.  

We also celebrated the successes of individuals in their contributions to the local community, to the school 

community, to history and through overcoming personal challenges over examination periods.  Success in 

sporting fields was also recognised and 100% attendance.  Below is further information about the evening’s 

awards.  I would like to thank our Governors, GWE and the Local Authority, along with partners, the Dyffryn 

Conwy Rotary, Llanrwst History Society and Llanrwst Town Council for their support.    Special thanks goes 

to Lor Dafydd Ellis Thomas for his presentation on the evening.  Read on for a flavour of the evening.   
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Lord Dafydd Ellis Thomas and the Senior Leadership Team.     Rotary GCSE Awards, Mr Richard Howe presenting. 

ACHIEVEMENT CEREMONY, 16/09/14 
 

Welcome from the Headteacher Miss Elan Wyn Davies 
Presentation from Lord Dafydd Ellis Thomas 

 
Governors’ Scholarships: Best A Level Results 2014 
William J Lewis :   Lowri Llwyd Roberts 

Dr. Harold Williams :   Elin Arfon, Elin Mair Wrennall  

Holt :  Leah Hamilton  

 
Eitem/Item 1: ‘Au Printemps’ gan Edvard Grieg, Unawd Piano Lowri Llwyd Roberts  
 
Llanrwst History Society Scholarships:  Hanna Dobson, Elen Hughes, Erin Owen, Lois Wynne 

 
Llanrwst Town Prize:  Ynyr Jones 
 
Rotary GCSE Award: Ceridwen Edwards, Llywela Edwards, Rhiannon Hughes, Rachel Gates, Jonathon 

Coates, Joshua Bradnam, Branwen Morus 
 
AS Level Awards: Aron Kirkman  Tolly Taylor  Iestyn Thomas 

 
Eitem/Item 2: ‘Pedair Waltz o Gymru’, Rhiannon Hughes Bl.12 
 
KS3 Awards: 
Anna Carpena, Elin Cawley, Chloe Congreve, Cadi Edwards, Anton Hazlehurst, Aron Hughes, Gwion Jones, 
Amelia Maddox, Gwenan Lewis, Bethany Richards, Hannah Roberts a Beca Williams. 

 
Special Recognition and Contribution Awards: 
 
6th Form Leadership Team: Elin Arfon  Stephanie Jones  Emily Watson 
Eco Council:                 Rhydian Jones  
Head Boy/Head Girl:           Caradog Hughes a Morgan Evans 
 
Eitem/Item 3:  ‘O Llefara Addfwyn Iesu’ trefniant Robat Arwyn, Ceridwen a Llywela Edwards, Bl.12 
 
Excellent Achievement Award: Lowri Llwyd Roberts 
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Full Attendance Awards 2013-14: 
Gruffudd Edwards 7M  Lewis Jones 7G 
Alexander Cotterill 8T       Caron Davies 8T Sam Graham 8P      Gareth Parry 8P   Aron Williams 8T 
Eve Jones 9G     Jac Parry 9M     Llinos Williams 9G  Lora Williams 9M 
Daniel Davies 1OP Huw Jones 10M        Dion Williams 10G 
 
Victor Victrix Ludorum – Trophies:  Sports/Athletics  
Blwyddyn 8/Year 8 –   Lowri Everiss Tom Cawley 
Blwyddyn 9/Year 9 -  Sara Roberts Morgan Owen 
Blwyddyn 10/Year 10 - Llinos Williams, Jac Ellis, Tom Smith 
 
Christie Holt Memorial Cup:   Sara Roberts  Morgan Owen 
 
Eitem/Item 4:  ‘Breuddwydiaf Freuddwydion’ – Bethan Bryn, Beca Williams a Cadi Edwards Bl.10 
 
 
Special Recognition Award: 
Gareth Davies 
Hedd Fôn 
Caradog Hughes 
Sophie Parry 
Jordan Williams 
 
Highest Scores in the National Literacy and Numeracy Tests 2014  
Welsh Reading: 
Blwyddyn 7/Year 7 - Modlen Alun 
Blwyddyn 8/Year 8 – Mali Williams 
Blwyddyn 9/Year 9 – Gwennan Lewis 
 
English Reading: 
Blwyddyn 7/Year 7 – Caspian Sunnerton-Burl a Carwen Williams 
Blwyddyn 8/Year 8 – Rosy Pearson 
Blwyddyn 9/Year 9 – Hannah Roberts 
 
Numeracy: 
Blwyddyn 7/Year 7 – Cieran Kelly a Jared Eyre 
Blwyddyn 8/Year 8 – Howard Wingfield a Efa Celyn Davies 
Blwyddyn 9/Year 9 – Gwion Jones a Loui Harris. 
 

               
Lowri Roberts, Leah Hamilton, Elin Arfon and Elin Wrennal –      Mrs Pat Rowley and the winners of th Llanrwst History Society prize. 
Governors’ Prizes for A Level. 


